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Students await the Grill's reopening
By M artin Iheke
Staff Reporter_______
W hen renovations for the 
Grill in the Student Union 
began during the summer, 
most people thought it would 
be ready by now. Due to some 
setbacks, officials say the Grill 
will open between Jan. 15 and 
Feb. 1.
Right now, this situation 
has a coup le  of s tu d e n ts  
displeased.
B rand i N ab o rs , a 
so p h o m o re  m ass
communications major from 
C ordell and  Brian Hill, a 
senior political science major 
from  San A ntonio, Texas, 
express what they miss and 
their frustra tions on w hy
construction is taking so long.
"I miss the convenience 
and since I live in Stewart Hall, 
w hich  is across from  the 
Student Union, I do not have 
to go to the cafeteria all the 
time," Nabors said.
Hill misses the different 
selection of food. He will 
graduate this month, so he 
w ill not be here  w hen  it
reo p en s.
"Yes, it is horrible," Hill 
said.
Hill w onders w hy it is 
taking so long.
"T he n ew  a p a r tm e n t 
complex across campus, will 
be constructed  before the 
ren o v a tio n s  to the en tire  
S tu d e n t U n io n  are  
completed," Hill said.
According to Tom Fagan, 
v ice p re s id e n t for 
adm inistration and finance, 
w hen the Grill opens, the 
seating area will be doubled 
and feature  a com m ercial 
pizza oven that should be 
faster.
Continued on page 10
Holiday shopping on an uprise for men
Michael Mercerhunts for discounted merchandise in the University M arket (Photo by Brian Hill)
By G arre t C astleb e rry
Sta ff Reporter
Black F riday  has come 
a n d  g o n e , b u t  m a n y  
s tu d en ts  face the trial of 
sh o p p in g  for the holidays.
W ith the season focused 
on g iv in g , se v e ra l g u y s  
w ere  a p p ro a c h e d  on the 
topic of w hat to buy  and 
how  m uch to spend .
"I'll get som eth ing  for 
m y m om  and dad , m aybe," 
s a id  ju n io r  s e c o n d a r y  
e d u c a t io n  m a jo r  A sa 
Z ro la y s  from  T h o m as. I 
b ough t m y dad  th is really  
cool [fur] hat."
A s c o lle g e  s tu d e n t s  
b r e a k  a w a y  f r o m  h o m e ,  
there  is a m atu rity  tha t m ay 
also affect the w allet.
"I sp en t over $110 on m y 
dad"  for a golf bag, said 
f re s h m a n  e le m e n ta ry  
e d u c a t io n  m a jo r  D rew  
S p itzer from  Sayre.
As p ric e s  c o n tin u e  to 
s o a r , th e  a r g u m e n t  of 
"q u an tity  versus quality"
con tinues to bu ild  steam  
in consum er m inds.
S tu d e n ts  face  th e  
investm en t choice of w ho 
they w ill spend  the m ost 
m oney on. W ith a co llege­
sized b u d g e t in m ind, it is 
im p o rtan t to conserve as 
m uch m oney as possible.
R elationships are a sure 
w a y  to  t ig h te n  u p  
s p e n d in g  a ro u n d  th e  
holidays. Couples looking 
to be m ore  resp o n sib le  
w ith  their yu letide  dollars 
m ay w an t to set a budget.
"W e set a lim it, $30," 
s a id  s o p h o m o re
e d u c a t io n  m a jo r  Jay  
F rym ire from  Thom as. "If 
it w a s  l ik e  a s e r io u s  
r e l a t io n s h ip  w e 'd
p ro b ab ly  be look ing  at 
jew elry."
"I s p e n d  a lo t [of 
m oney] on her a lread y ..."  
F rym ire  said.
C o u p le s  a re  n o t the
Continued on page 10
Merry Chris... Seasons Gre... Happy whatever
Public schools deal with issue of banning Christmas-related themes
By Sarah M ueggenborg
Staff Reporter
Rem em ber a time w hen 
C hristm as carols were sung 
openly and w ithout fear of 
offending others, or w hen 
o n e  w a s  ab le  to  call a 
Christm as tree just that and 
not a "tree of illum ination?"
H o w e v er, in  p u b lic  
sc h o o ls  n a tio n w id e , 
C h ris tm as  has becom e a 
taboo  subject. In Plano, 
T exas, a sch o o l d is tr ic t  
w o u ld  not a llow  a th ird
grader to hand  out candy 
c a n es  a t a c la ss  p a r ty  
because it had a religious 
m essage attached to it.
In New Jersey, a school 
district considered banning 
Christm as carols and other 
r e l ig io u s  so n g s  from  a 
concert. How ever, parents 
threatened to sue and the 
school board allow ed the 
religious music.
T h ese  c o n tro v e rs ie s  
originate from m aintaining 
the separation of chu rch and 
state. And they often use
the constitution, asitforb ids 
the governm en t favoring 
one religion over another.
"The other side calls it 
c e n so rs h ip . I call it a 
responsible effort to m ake 
no  s tu d e n t  feel like  a 
second-class citizen in h is / 
h e r  o w n  schoo l,"  B arry 
Lynn, the executive director 
for Am ericans U nited for 
Separation of Church and 
State, to ld  The Christian 
Science Monitor.
Som e sc h o o ls  h a v e  
chosen alternatives instead
of banning religion from the 
holiday season.
T he sc h o o ls  b r in g  in 
le a d e rs  fro m  v a r io u s  
religions to come and talk 
to the children. They have 
h o lid a y  c o n c e r ts  th a t 
em brace different religions 
and cultures.
W eatherford 's Burcham 
E le m e n ta ry  s o m e w h a t 
em braces this concept.
"W e c e le b ra te  it 
[Christmas] but we don 't 
push  a certain  religion," 
said Principal of Burcham
G inger Kauk.
H o w ev er, th is idea of 
K w anzaa, H anu k k ah  and 
C hristm as being celebrated 
u n d e r  o n e  ro o f  is n o t 
so m e th in g  th a t  sc h o o ls  
norm ally do.
M any find it easier just to 
ban religion all together from 
the class room.
Yet a m a jo r ity  of 
A m e ric a n s , 95 p e rc e n t, 
c e le b ra te  C h r is tm a s ,
C o n tin u e d  on page  10
Campaign raises money for hospital
Hospital's campaign effort reaching expected 3 million donation mark. (Photo by Brian Hill)
By A shley C laud
Staff Reporter
T he S o u th w e s te rn
R eg io n a l H e a lth  C e n te r  
scopes its final stages in 
phase tw o of construction to 
re p la c e  S o u th w e s te rn
M emorial Hospital.
Last year, W eatherford  
voters passed a tax m easure 
to  h e lp  p a y  fo r a new  
hospital. A fund-raising was 
a lso  u n d e rw a y  fo r the  
building.
"The o rig in a l h o sp ita l 
w as b u ilt in 1959-1960,"
said  Pharm acy Professor 
S teve  P ray . "W h ile  it 
co n ta in s  s ta te -o f-th e -a rt 
equ ipm ent, the old facility 
n e e d s  to  be re b u il t  to 
house  all of the excellent 
equ ipm en t."
W eatherford 's Dr. John 
Huser, Jr. leads the fund­
raising campaign. He refers 
to this project as O peration 
Regeneration. This project 
is a $3 m illio n  c a p ita l 
cam p a ig n . So far, th is  
cam paign has raised over 
$2 million. Even if the goal 
is m et the foundation will
continue its efforts.
T he W e a th e rfo rd  
R eg io n a l H o s p ita l
F o u n d a tio n  w ill rem a in  
v iab le after D ecem ber to 
con tinue  to w ork  tow ard  
m aking the new  facility a 
reality.
D o n a tio n s  a re
encouraged. N eighboring 
individuals and businesses 
are  ask ed  to  c o n tr ib u te . 
Southw estern studen ts are 
also asked to donate.
D onations can be sent to 
the Southw estern M emorial 
Hospital .
End of semester activities
Pancake Dinner
Tonight @ 10 p.m. 
in the Student Union 
Cafeteria
Cafeteria Christmas 
Party
December 15 @ 5 p m.
Door Price $6.50 
All meal cards welcome
Finals Resting Place
[111 Midnight 
Wednesday, Thurday, 
Sunday, Monday 
in the Al Harris Library 
Basement 
Free Coffee,
Email Use on Computers, 
Board Games and Music
Women's Basketball
in the Rankin Williams 
Fieldhouse
Spring classes 
begin January 12
Dec. 14, 2005
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Southwestern Alumni & 
Friends Landscaping 
Project Nearing End
Newly planted trees by the Cam pbell bu ild ing  are sponsored 
by the alum ni association. (Photo by Brian Hill)
A p a rtn e rsh ip  betw een  
a lu m n i a n d  f r ie n d s  h a s  
r e s u l te d  in  a p o s it iv e  
beautification  p rogram  to 
e n h a n c e  the  g ro u n d s  of 
Southw estern.
In 2003, th e  a lu m n i 
a sso c ia tio n  an n o u n c ed  a 
m assive landscaping project. 
The project is m oving right 
along w ith a com pletion date 
in the fall of 2006.
" O u r  p ro g ra m  re a lly  
accelerated last year w hen 
th e  a lu m n i a s so c ia tio n  
decided toofferupto$15,000 
in m a tc h in g  fu n d s  a n d  
another $10,000 this year," 
said Linda Jones of Edm ond 
w ho has served as chair of 
the landscaping com m ittee. 
"W e've had great response 
to this project and cou ldn 't 
be m ore pleased w ith the 
b e a u tifu l  o u tc o m e  on  
cam pus."
There are four buildings 
th a t a re  c u rre n tly  b e ing  
landscaped , includ ing  the 
P h a rm a c y  A n n ex , e a s t 
entrance to Rankin W illiams 
Fieldhouse, Stewart Hall and 
Neff Hall.
Jones said  landscap ing  
plans are in place for 2006. 
Projects include the south 
entrance to the Conference 
Center, parking lot pocket 
beds th ro u g h o u t cam pus, 
and the planting of at least 
50 new trees on cam pus.
S outhw estern  P resident 
Jo h n  H a y s  sa id  the  
u n iv e r s i ty  is v e ry  
appreciative of the alum ni 
association for its efforts on 
th e se  o n g o in g  a n d  
u p c o m in g  p ro je c ts . 
Buildings that have recently 
been  c o m p le te d  in c lu d e  
E d u c a tio n , T e c h n o lo g y , 
Cam pbell, O klahom a Hall 
south side, Rogers/Jefferson 
H a lls  e n tra n c e s  a n d  th e  
C am pus Safety corner.
Jo n e s  s a id  S te v e  
Bieberich, N eal V assar and 
D e a n  J a c k s o n , a ll a re a  
landscap ing  experts, have  
a s s i s te d  th e  a lu m n i  
association . The in ten t of 
the p ro jec t w as to  p lace 
lo n g - la s t in g ,  lo w
m a in te n a n c e  a n d  g re e n  
foliage th ro u g h o u t the year 
w ith  p e a k  e n h a n c e m e n t 
d u r in g  the  fall and  sp rin g  
sem esters w hile  m ost of the 
s tu d e n ts  are on cam pus.
Winter precaustions for 
staying safe and warm
A llow ing the w ater faucet to drip  du ring  w in ter w ill help 
prevent pipes from freezing over. (Photo by Brian Hill)
By Lynsie Baskin
Staff Reporter
A lthough w in ter does 
not officially until Dec. 21, 
t e m p e ra tu re s  h a v e  
d ropped .
W in te r w e a th e r  can  be 
dangerous, even deadly, if 
p recautions are not taken. 
Allstate.com  lists tips for 
p reparing  your home:
• Allow faucets to d rip  
to prevent the p ipes from 
f re e z in g . L e a v in g  th e  
cabinet doors, to the pipes, 
open can help. If a pipe 
freezes, it can be thaw ed 
w ith  to w e ls  so a k ed  in 
boiling w ater. Begin near 
the faucet and  tu rn  the 
fau ce t on  to  a llo w  the  
m elted w ater to d rip  out.
• Smoke alarm s should  be 
tested and batteries should  
be replaced.
As studen ts  prepare  to 
tra v e l  o v e r  C h r is tm a s  
break, it is im portan t that 
their cars be equ ipped  for 
w in te r  w e a th e r . T he 
N ational Safety C ouncil 
offers suggestions:
• C h e c k  tire s  a n d  
w in d s h ie ld  w ip e rs  to 
easure  that they are in good 
condition
• Check antifreeze levels
• K eep  b la n k e ts ,  a 
flashlight, an ice sc rap e r/ 
brush, and a first a id  kit in 
your vehicle
• Keep at least half of a
tank  of gas in vehicle as 
well.
D r iv in g  in  w in te r  
c o n d it io n s  c a n  be 
hazardous. FEMA and the 
NSC suggest these tips:
• Listen to the rad io  for 
w eather updates
• A llow  ex tra  tim e for 
trips and travel slow er
• A llo w  m o re  s p a c e  
betw een you and the car in 
front of you
• W ear a seatbelt
If you m ust be outdoors, 
the O klahom a D epartm ent 
o f E m e rg e n c y
M a n a g e m e n t h a s
r e c o m m e n d a tio n s  fo r 
p reven ting  illness:
• W ear s e v e ra l  lo o se  
layers, a hat and m ittens to
stay  w arm
• U se  c a u tio n  w hen  
w alk ing  on snow y or icy 
sidew alks.
• If y o u 're  o u tdoo rs  for a 
long period  of time, come 
inside frequen tly  to warm 
up.
The N ational W eather 
S e rv ic e  s tr e s s e s  the 
im p o r ta n c e  o f being  
f a m il ia r  w ith  w in te r  
w eather term inology:
A w in ter storm  warning 
is issued  w hen hazardous 
w ea th er, such  as heavy 
snow , freezing rain  o r sleet 
is o c c u r r in g  o r  seem s 
im m inent. A w in ter storm 
w atch is issued w hen there 
is a p o s s ib i l i ty  of 
hazardous w in ter weather.
The
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in  the  ed iting c la s s  s e rv e  a s  s e c t io n  e d i to rs , a n d  s tu d e n ts  in  th e  n e w s
g a th e r in g  a n d  re p o r tin g  c la s s  s e rv e  a s  w r i te r s . T h e  e d i to r ia l  b o a rd  m e e ts  e v e ry  
T u e sd ay  a t 3 :3 0  p .m . in th e  jo u rn a l is m  la b , C a m p b e ll  
211. T h e  S o u th w e s te rn  e n c o u ra g e s  c o m m e n ts  f ro m  th e  s tu d e n t b o d y , f a c u l ty ,  a n d  
ad m in is tra tio n  in  th e  fo rm  o f le tte rs to  th e  e d ito r .  A ll  le tte rs  m u s t in c lu d e  a  n a m e  
for c o n s id e ra tio n ; h o w e v e r, th e  n a m e  m a y  b e  w ith h e ld  u p o n re q u e s t.  L e tte rs  s h o u ld  
b e  s e n t  to :   T h e  S o u th w e s te rn ,  1 0 0 C a m p u s  D r iv e ,  S W O S U , W e a th e r fo rd ,  O K  
7 3 0 9 6 ; (5 8 0 ) 7 7 4 - 3 0 6 5 .  E -m a ils  s h o u ld  b e  s e n t to  th e s o u th w e s te rn @ s w o s u .e d u .
T h e  o p in io n s  e x p re s s e d  w i th in  s ig n e d  e d i to r ia ls  a re  th e o p in io n s  o f  th e  w r i te r s ;  
th e  o p in io n s  e x p re sse d  in  u n s ig n e d , b o x e d  e d ito r ia ls  a re  th e  o p in io n  o f  th e  s ta f f .
N e ith e r  is  n e c e ssa r ily  th e  o p in io n  o f  th e  u n iv e rs ity adm inistration , staff or faculty .
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Provost: dead days should be dead
By Lynsie Baskin
Staff Reporter
W ith  the  e n d  of the  
s e m e s te r  a p p r o a c h in g ,  
s tu d e n ts  are  d u s t in g  off 
tex tbooks  a n d  g a th e r in g  
lecture notes to prepare  for 
final exams. Dec. 14 marks 
the final day of dead days, 
which is a period dedicated 
to studying.
According to the student 
handbook, the three days 
b e fo re  f ina l  e x a m s  a re
cons ide red  "d e a d  days."  
This means that no graded 
a s s ig n m e n ts ,  su c h  as 
p r e s e n t a t io n s ,  p a p e r s ,  
reports or projects, can be 
d u e  or p resen ted  d u r in g  
th e s e  d a y s .  I n s t r u c to r s  
cannot schedule exams or 
quizzes du r ing  dead days. 
E x tracu rr icu la r  ac tiv ities  
and  m anda to ry  field tips 
cannot be scheduled either.
Provost Dr. Blake Sonobe 
said, "It is important for both 
s tu d e n t s  a n d  fac u l ty  to
unders tand  the policy so i( 
is no t v io la te d .  T he  
university  handbook states 
tha t  if s tu d e n ts  feel the 
policy is being violated, they 
s h o u ld  s p e a k  w i th  the  
faculty. They can speak to 
the chair of the departm ent 
if there is no solution. The 
chairs have been instructed 
to enforce dead days."
Students should contact 
the  d e a n  if p r e v io u s  
approaches are ineffective.
Sonobe added  that while
graded materials cannot be 
assigned, new information 
a n d  m a te r i a l  can  be 
presented du ring  dead days. 
T h is  in f o r m a t io n  c o u ld  
appear  on the final.
A c c o r d in g  to  the  
Residence Life handbook , 
s tudents  living in the dorm s 
should abide by special rules 
for dead week. Students  are 
asked  to be c ou rteous  of 
those that are s tudying  and 
o b s e rv e  e x te n d e d  q u ie t  
hours.
A m a n d a  P rasayas ith ,  a 
f r e s h m a n  p r e - p h a r m a c y  
major from Cameron, said, 
"I will probably spend much 
of dead week in my dorm  
room sleeping and studying. 
1 plan on getting rested for 
tes ts  an d  the  s tre ss  they  
bring."
"I am study ing  for four 
final exams, A m ber Easton, a 
junior pre-pharm acy major 
from Lawton sa id . "The dead 
d a y s  p o l ic y  is g o o d  so 
te a c h e rs  c a n ' t  g iv e  you
h o m e w o r k  so you  can  
study . Som e even cancel 
class, so you have more time 
to study."
She  a d d e d  th a t  she  
p lanned to spend much of 
dead week in her dorm  as 
well. She said she would 
s tudy  some, then probably 
watch television, play on the 
Internet and hang out with 
friends to relax.
Finals begin on Dec. 15. 
The last day of finals is Dec. 
21 .
Ribbon cutting...
Dedication of the new W ellness Center took place Friday night (Decem ber 2) on the 
campus of Southwestern Oklahoma State U niversity in Weatherford. Around 300 
people attended the event. Am ong those joining Southwestern President John Hays 
(front left) for the ribbon-cutting ceremony were (far left) Southwestern Regent Steve 
Poag, (fourth from left and continuing on the front row) Oklahoma Higher Education 
Chairman Paul Risser, State Regent Jimmy Harrel, Southwestern Regent Joe Anna 
Hibler, Oklahoma Supreme Court Justice Yvonne Kauger and Southwestern Vice 
President Tom Fagan. Oklahoma State Representative James Covey (fourth from left in 
back row) was also among the people w ho joined the ribbon-cutting picture. The 72,000 
square foot W ellness Center houses three regulation size basketball courts with all­
purpose flooring, a huge clim bing wall, w alk ing track and a large cardiovascular 
workout area. The center is also hom e to Freshens, a health food bar. Also in the center 
are classroom s and offices for student counseling, university nurse and the intramural 
department.
New housing available 
for students and faculty
By Lori Hatfield
Staff Reporter
P re - le a s in g  is n o w  
available for the new student 
a n d  f a c u l ty  h o u s in g  
com m unity  in W eatherford. 
T he  a l l - in -o n e  10-acre  
com m unity  is already being 
c o n s t ru c te d  a n d  will be 
available for the Fall 2006. 
The s tudent housing will be 
located w est of the campus.
Collegiate Developm ent 
Sendees out of Irving, Texas 
s p e c ia l i z e s  in s tu d e n t  
h o u s in g  a n d  o ffe rs  
d e v e lo p m e n t  s e rv ices  to 
u n iv e r s i t ie s  all o v e r  the  
country.
A ccord ing  to CDS, their 
g o a l  is to  p r o v i d e  a 
functional, affordable, and  
desirab le  total living and  
le a r n in g  c o m m u n i ty  for 
s tuden ts .
The new  h o u s ing  center 
w ill in c lu d e  six tw o  and
t h r e e  s to r y  r e s i d e n t i a l  
b u i ld in g s  an d  one  5,000 
s q u a r e  foo t  c o m m u n i t y  
c e n te r .  T he  c e n te r  w ill  
fea tu re  a large com m ons  
a re a  w i th  te le v is io n s ,  a 
c o m p u t e r  lab , m e d i a /  
m u l t i p u r p o s e  r o o m ,  
f irep lace ,  f i tn e ss  c en te r ,  
kitchen, a gam e table and
pool tab le  to e q u ip  the  
gam e room.
Providing 352 beds, each 
u n i t  w ill be c o m p le te ly  
fu rn ish e d  an d  e q u ip p e d  
w i th  a w a s h e r / d r y e r ,  
H V A C  c o n t r o l ,  c e i l in g  
fans, high speed  internet, 
conven ien t park ing , cable 
te lev is io n  a n d  in t ru s io n  
alarm s.
In a d d i t i o n  to  th e  
a t t r ibu tes  of each unit, the 
c o m m un ity  will p rov ide  a 
r e s o r t  s ty le  s w i m m i n g  
pool, barbecue  grill areas 
and  a sand  volleyball court. 
O t h e r  a m e n i t i e s  w i l l  
in c lu d e  o n -s i te  se rv ic e s  
such as tu toring , social and 
e d u c a t io n a l  p ro g ra m s  to 
help  s tu d e n ts  w ith  s tud ies  
as  w ell  g iv in g  s tu d e n t s  
th ings  to do  d u r in g  the 
w eek  such  as c o o k o u ts ,  
v o l le y b a l l  t o u r n a m e n t s  
an d  cooking  classes.
Since the com plex  will 
h o u s e  m o s t ly  a s tu d e n t  
based  ne ighborhood , CDS  
u n d e rs ta n d s  the prob lem  
t h a t  is c r e a t e d  w h e n  
room m ates  do  not pay rent, 
so the com pany  will rent 
by the bed and  not the unit. 
The price of each bed also 
i n c l u d e s  w a te r ,  s e w e r ,  
cable, internet, w asher  and
dryer ,  and  the p ro v id e d  
fu rn ish ings—electricity  is 
no t included .
The 1,125 s q u a re  foot 
fo u r  b e d ro o m  a n d  tw o  
ba th room  will no rm ally  go 
for $379/m o n th  but the 
C onstruc tion  Special price 
is $ 3 2 9 /m o n th  T he  700 
squa re  foot tw o  bedroom , 
tw o b a th ro o m  a p a r tm e n t  
has a special price of $399 / 
m o n th .  d u r i n g  th e  
C ons truc t ion  Special, bu t 
will even tua lly  be regu la r  
price at $450/m o n th .
Also, the com plex  will 
serve  to increase jobs in 
the  c o m m u n i ty .  CDS is 
accep ting  app lica tions  for 
jo b s  as  w e l l  a s  t e n e t  
deposits .  All form s can be 
found  on their  W ebsite  at 
www.collegiatestation.com 
or at the CDS leasing center 
n e x t  to  R a tc l i f f e 's  
bookstore . D uring  finals 
w eek  they w ill be g iv in g  
a w a y  food, p r izes  and  the 
latest in fo rm ation  on the 
complex.
F o r  a d d i t i o n a l
inform ation  s tu d e n ts  m ay 
call 774-5070 or con tac t  
Ashley C row e at 972-759- 
1605 o r  e m a i l  h e r  a t  
a c r o w e @ c o l l e g i a t e -  
d ev .com .
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Uninvited 
Guests... 
by Brian Hill
Corporate coruption crashes 
Christmas
"Let me explain to you how  this works: you see, the 
co rp o ra tio n s  finance Team  A m erica, and  then Team  
Am erica goes out... and the corporations sit there in their... 
in their corporation buildings, and...and, and see, they 're  
all 'c o rp o ra tio n ) ''... and they m ake m oney."
No one will stop this country  from m aking m oney. N ot 
even a doll sized version of Tom Robbins, in Team America: 
World Police, w ho thinks corporations shouldn  not be all 
"corporationy". H ow ever, corporations are hi t h a rd  du ring  
this tim e of the year, especially in m edia outlets. Religions 
h a te  c o rp o ra tio n s  b e c au se  th ey  feel like  th ey  a re  
d em ora liz ing  the ho liday , co rpo ra tions  hate  lobbyist 
because they prom ote a negative im age of the com pany, 
religions hate g roups that are try ing to take offense at 
public displays of religion and consum ers hate corporations 
because of high prices.
These debates brew  over everything from nativity scenes 
in tow n squares to C hristm as carols in school and to 
corporations changing  "M erry C hristm as" to "H appy  
H olidays". C orporations have taken a back road here; they 
have reached ou t to everyone that does not w ant to see 
"M erry C hristm as" prin ted  on their m erchandise and 
convincingly kep t the sam e colors and visual graphics to be 
associated w ith "H appy  H olidays".
So co rp o ra tio n s  w ill be all "co rp o ra tio n y ", b u t is 
C hristm as supposed  to be all "C hristm asy"? C hristm as is 
just a pagan nam e transferred  over to a religious even t that 
has lost m eaning in present day. W hat is C hristm as-y 
anyw ay? Well nothing. But for m y reason it will m ean 
anyone w ho w ishes to take the religious event o u t of 
Christm as.
Bill O 'Reilly w as quo ted  on.Your world.w/Cavuto that 
seem to hit it stra igh t about corporations today.
"Ever)' com pany in Am erica should  be on its knees 
thanking Jesus for being bom ," said O'Reilly.
This m ay be the one idea that O 'R eilly has su ggested that 
has people w onder about com panies. But w hy are these 
controversies only brought up after T hanksgiving until the 
N ew  Year? Its because lobbyist in this coun try  only 
rem em ber religion w ith in  these tw o m onths and then 
people get tired of it. A nd for corporations, they spend their 
off m onths trying to m arket and fight for these tw o m onths.
Conspiracy
Theory
By Brandon Berry
Black Friday brings 
out the Worst
The h o lid ay s  are  in session  in w hich  com es a n o th e r  
year I see the w orst in peop le  th ro u g h  the m edia , though . 
I 'm  ju st g lad  the w o rs t p a rt is over.
The w orst p a rt a b o u t the h o lid ay s I 'm  sp eak in g  can be 
su m m ed  up  in tw o w ords: Black F riday  (the d ay  after 
T h anksg iv ing  for those o u t of the loop).
I have  seen  v ideos of peop le  p ressed  ag a in st the g lass 
w a itin g  to get in to  the b u ild in g  at five in the m orn ing . 
They w ere  o u ts id e  in the cold la te -N ovem ber air. W ho 
w o u ld  show  u p  th is early?
It seem ed  as though  they  s tam p ed e  th ro u g h  the en tran ce  
as soon  as the  d o o r opens. Those o p en in g  the d o o r m u st 
ru n  aw ay  from  the do o r in o rd e r  to  keep  from  g e tting  
tram p led .
H ow  m uch  I love seeing  the  joyous exp ression  in 
p e o p le 's  faces as they  g rab  for the sam e item  and  let the
o th e r p e rso n  hav e  it! O h w ait, th a t n ev e r happens; it's 
u su a lly  a figh t for it, u n til som eone  ge ts  the  item  knocked
loose.
H m m , so th a t 's  the  d ay  a fte r T hanksg iv ing?  They 
so u n d  th an k fu l all righ t, b u t w ait; it s th e  d ay  after, so no 
b ig  d ea l a n y m o re , r ig h t?  H o lid a y s  sh o u ld  on ly  be 
rem em b ered  on the  day  they  co m m em o ra te , eh, perhaps 
not, th a t 's  w hy  th is m ess can be seen  ev e ry  year in the 
m edia , and  w h o  w o u ld  w a n t to m iss that?
W h a t h a p p e n e d  w ith  h a v in g  a b re a k  betw een  
T h an k sg iv in g  and  C h ristm as?  In fact, w e re n 't  m ost of 
the C h ris tm as  d ec o ra tio n s  b e g in n in g  to be for sell back 
in N ovem ber?  N o th in g  b e tte r  w ay , in m y op in ion , to let 
p eop le  know , "hey , you  d o n 't  h av e  m uch  tim e.
A p p aren tly , T h a n k sg iv in g  is b ecom ing  n o th in g  more 
th an  a m ark e r for the in san ity  to beg in  the  nex t morning. 
"B etter ge t to bed  ea rly  k ids, w e g o t to ge t to the  mall first 
th in g  in the m o rn in g  befo re  w e m iss the  sells."
I'm  no t ag a in s t f in d in g  the best deals , b u t .. .  com e on. 
Is it th a t im p o rta n t to risk  life a n d  lim b for the best deals 
all year?  O n second  th o u g h t, for som e, it is. O f course, 
w h a te v e r  w o rk s for you .
O h w ell, at least the in san ity  sh o u ld  slow  d o w n  soon. 
C h ris tm as  is on ly  a little  o v e r a w eek  aw ay . Stay safe for 
th e  re m a in d e r  o f th e  s h o p p in g  se a so n  an d  happy 
h o lidays.
From the Dean of Students:
Cindy Dougherty
E veryone sh o u ld  ju st take a long deep  b rea th . The 
en tire  cam p u s is in the "hom e s tre tch "  as w e com e in to  
finals, so b rea th  in the good  of the season  an d  a sem este r 
w ell done. B reath o u t the  anx ie ty  and  stress. A nd  here  
are  som e an sw ers  to som e new  questions:
1. I h e a rd  the  s tu d e n ts  an d  D r. H ays sa id  "y es"  to 
b e in g  o ff on  D r. M a rtin  L u th e r  K ing  D ay  an d  the  
facu lty  sa id  "n o "  - is th a t true?
Sort of bu t no t really... The s tu d e n ts  and adm in is tra tion  
w en t th ro u g h  a p rocess to a p p ro v e  the ho lid ay  a y ear or 
so ago. Then it w en t to Faculty  Senate  and  w as rejected . 
The reason , I am  told, is tha t a t th a t tim e, they  cou ld  no t 
create  a ca len d ar w hich  acco m m odated  all the s tu d e n ts ' 
needs for in te rsess io n  and  a llow ed  for tha t tim e off. This 
y ear in tersession  is from  D ec.22 th ro u g h  Jan u ary  12, so 
it m igh t have  w orked  th is year, b u t it w as no t ad d re sse d  
this year. There is obv ious s tu d e n t in te res t an d  the 
a d m in is tra tio n  and  faculty  are in full su p p o rt. Logistics 
w as the problem .
SO for 2006 w e are open  and  in class on Dr. M artin  
L u ther King Day, celebra ted  January  16 (true  b irth d ay  
January  19.) A N D  w e are ce leb ra ting  his life 's  w ork  by 
hosting  an "MLK Day P ow er B reakfast" Jan. 16 at the 
w ellness cen ter to w hich  s tu d e n ts  and  SW OSU are inv ite  
d. (Check the w eb sight.) Local and  sta te  po litic ians will 
com e to cam pus tha t m orn ing  to share  Dr. K ing 's im pact 
on their life and w ork . It sh o u ld  be g rea t d ia logue, g rea t 
food and an excused absence if you  do  it right, so check
it o u t on the w eb  o r th ro u g h  the fliers w hich  are now 
posted  a ro u n d  cam p u s. I t 's  o p en  to  the  en tire  campus. 
M ake p lan s  now  because  you  get back  the 12th and this 
h a p p e n s  the 16th!
2. Is th e re  a b ig  c h e a t in g  s c a n d a l  in  the m ath 
d e p a rtm e n t?
No. BUT - let m e take th is q u e s tio n  a step further. 
W hen cheating  h a p p e n s  any  facu lty  m em b er has a right 
to im pose  san c tio n s  a n d  th a t is the end  of it. BUT - If a 
w ritte n  fo rm al co m p la in t com es to  th is office, from  a 
s tu d e n t, a reg u la te d  in q u iry  is c o n d u c ted  by the  D ean of 
S tu d e n t's  office in conso rt w ith  the  facu lty  member. 
A fter th is in q u iry  d isc ip lin a ry  ac tions are  taken  through 
the office of the D ean.
3. W h a t's  y o u r  fav o rite  candy?
S our Sk ittles in the g reen  bag
4. W ho can com e to the  P re s id e n t 's  B reakfast?
ANY s tu d e n t a t SW OSU, w h e th e r  on the  m eal plan or
not, sh o u ld  com e. Take a b reak  th is W ednesday , 12-14- 
05 from  10 p.m . to m id n ig h t and  com e h av e  breakfast. It 
is a tim e to relax an d  converse  w ith  the  adm in is tra to rs  of 
the u n iv e rs ity  in an  in fo rm al w ay . T hanks to Duncan 
T aylor and  the food serv ices s ta ff for m ak in g  th is possible 
an d  for all the o th e r good  they  do  for us all.
OK - th a t s it. H ave a safe and  h a p p y  h o lid ay  and come 
back refreshed  and  ready  to  take on  SW O SU w orld again. 
You s tu d e n ts  are  the en erg y  w h ich  ru n s  th is place. You 
w ill be m issed . Blessed be.
From the
Mailbox...
Finals are  com ing near, and as w e p rep a re  for them  
and  C hristm as break, m y th o u g h ts  d rift e lsew here. As 
an a rt s tu d en t, I find m y tim es in s tu d io  class m ore 
relax ing  d u rin g  this tim e of year than  any o ther. They 
give me a chance to vent, han g  o u t w ith  friends, and  take 
ad v an tag e  of the cheap  therapy  tha t art classes p rov ide . 
They also give m e nostalg ic  m om ents as well. This year 
m y th o u g h ts  have been d riftin g  to w ard s Steve Rosser. 
Steve no longer w orks here, b u t he d id  last fall. I 'm  not 
w riting  th is to accuse anyone or po in t fingers, so d o n 't  
get the w rong  idea. I am w riting  this le tte r to say  a few 
w o rd s abou t Steve Rosser and  how  he con tribu ted  to the 
a rt d ep artm en t. I had  Steve as a p ro fesso r for 3 classes, 
and it m akes me upse t that I d id n 't  take m ore w ith  him . 
He w as a b rillian t a rtist that shared  his know ledge w ith
all his s tu d e n ts  and  w an ted  them  to find  th e ir  ow n niche 
in the a rt w orld . This sem este r an d  the  a rt bu ild ing  have 
not been  the sam e w ith o u t h im  here. To me, the art 
bu ild in g  a lw ays h ad  a light, free sp ir ite d  atm osphere to 
it: I d o n 't  feel tha t anym ore . It sa d d e n s  m e to think that 
th e  a r t  b u i ld in g  a n d  d e p a r t m e n t  h a s  changed 
dram atically  because  of one m an 's  absence. I m iss hearing 
Ste\ e s voice and  tak ing  p a rt in co n v ersa tio n  w ith him 
1 m iss his ligh t h ea rted  laugh . H is office is now  someone 
else s, and  h is s tu d io  space  has su ffe red  the sam e fate 
1 w ou ld  like to  s ta te  tha t I do  like the professors in the 
art d e p a rtm e n t th a t w e have now : the new  additions to 
the teach ing  staff have  b ro u g h t new  insigh t and ideas, 
w hile  the ones tha t are  n o t new  hav e  in teg rated  their 
ideas in to  the cu rricu lu m  as w ell.
As m uch as I like these  p ro fesso rs , Steve R o s s e r  still 
rem ains in my though ts: m em ories o f  him , g o o d  and
bad, re  sh a re d  by all of h is  fo rm e r s tu d en ts  and 
colleagues.
H ap p y  Holidays 
Katrina Schollenbarger
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‘The Nutcracker' performs 
Friday and Saturday
Photo provided by W estern O klahom a Ballet Theatre.
By Brandi N abors
Features Editor
The W estern O klahom a Ballet Theatre will present the 
C hristm as classic, "The N utcracker," at 7:30 p.m. on Dec. 17 
and on Dec. 18 at 2 p.m. in the Fine Arts Center.
Tickets are $10 for adu lts and $5 for children, seniors, 
and students.
The perform ance will include a cast of 61 dancers from 
around  O klahom a ranging in age from  3 to 60.
"There will be seven com m unities represented  from 
O klahom a," said Penny Askew, WOBT Director.
This year the perform ance will also feature two guest 
artists from other states.
The first guest artist is A dealain Malia from H onolulu, 
Haw aii, and the second is Jerry O pdenaker from  Palm 
Beach, Flor.
A nother featured guest is D aw n Askew from  Dallas, 
Texas. She is Penny A skew 's sister.
The WOBT has been perform ing its version of "The 
N utcracker" since the Fine Arts Center opened.
"I'm  thinking about going," said Jade W yre, a sophom ore 
special education major. "I saw  the N utcracker in H ouston, 
Texas, last year and 1 loved it."
A nother studen t, A drianne N w ankw o, a jun ior business 
m arketing  major, said that she saw  "The N utcracker" 
perform ed in W eatherford w hen she w as in elem entary  
school. She is also p lann ing  to see the perform ance this 
year.
" 'The N utcracker' is the play of the C hristm as season, I 
love the story... I d o n 't m ind seeing it again," said N w ankw o.
top to
Stocking Stujfers 
for students
10. B ubb le  Bath (To relax, fo llow ing strenuous final
exams).
9. D eck of C ards (For all those "special gam es" with 
your budd ies d u rin g  C hristm as parties).
8. Scarves an d  G loves (To keep  you toasty  on those 
long w in ter nights).
7. C D s an d  D V D s (For quality  en te rta in m en t for the 
long break)
6. Eye S hadow  an d  Lip G loss (Som ething every girl 
needs and w ants)
5. S u b sc rip tio n  to S po rts  I llu s tra te d  (Every boy's 
dream )
4. Lottery T icket (W ho w ou ld  tu rn  d ow n  a chance at
a m illion?)
3. S ports  A ppare l (Show yo u r team  spirit)
2. H om em ade T reats  (To satisfy your sw eet tooth)
1. W al-M art G ift C ard  (W hat college s tu d e n t doesn 't 
need m oney?)
- Compiled by Ashley Claud
History and fine tuning of Santa Claus revealed
By Kem M endizabal
Staff Reporter
The story of Santa Claus began approximately on Dec. 3,343 
A.D., when a bishop, Saint Nicholas died. Saint Nicholas was 
a living legend in the M editerranean city of Myra, which is 
now Turkey.
Nicholas came from a wealthy family. One story recounts 
that he threw bags of gold coins through a window to help 
three sisters of a poor family. One bag landed in a stocking that 
was hung on a chimney to dry.
When the Dutch and Germans immigrated to New York,
they brought their traditions and stories about saint Nicholas 
with them. The Dutch called him Sinter-klass and the Germans 
called him Sankt Niklaus.
As his name changed, so did his appearance. He m orphed 
from a saint to an elf-like man who could fit dow n a chimney. 
Finally, he became a jolly rotund man with a twinkle in his 
eye. A person could w onder how such a big guy fit dow n a 
chimney.
In 1809, W ashington Irving referred to a pipe-smoking elf­
like character in "Knickerbocker's History ofNeio York." That 
character was also depicted in 1823 in "An Account of a Visit 
from St. Nicholas," which became known as "The Night before
Christmas."
Between 1863 and 1886, the cartoonist Thomas Nast showed 
Santa in issues of how to distinguish H arper's Magazine as a 
round cheerful m an with a full white beard. This influenced 
how Americans regarded Santa Claus.
By 1930, Santa became like he is now. N orm an Rockwell's 
draw ings of Santa have been on num erous covers of the 
Saturday  Evening Post as well as com panies, such as 
M ontgom ery  W ard to C oca-C ola, w ho use Santa for 
promotional purposes.
Santa is known all over the world. In England, France, and 
Brazil he known as Father Christmas. In Sweden he is still an 
elf and in Holland he is called Sinterklass.
Weatherford holds  
MLKPowerBreakfast
O n Jan . 16, 2005,
S o u th w e s te rn  w ill 
c e le b ra te  D r. M a rtin  
L u th e r  K ing  Jr. D ay. 
P re s id e n t  John  H ay s , 
W eatherford M ayor Mike 
B row n , W e a th e rfo rd  
Superintendent BillSeitter, 
Black Student Association 
(BSA), S tudent O klahom a 
E d u c a tio n  A sso c ia tio n  
(SOEA), and the Collegiate 
A ctiv ities  B oard (CAB) 
w o u ld  lik e  to in v ite  
e v e ry o n e  to the  "M LK 
Pow er Breakfast."
This g roup  of people 
and organizations will be 
inv iting  s ta te  an d  local 
o ff ic ia ls  to  a t te n d  the  
breakfast to com m ent on 
how they use the w orks of 
Dr. M artin Luther King in 
their p ro fessional lives. 
S tu d e n ts  a n d  fa c u lty  
m e m b e rs  a re  a lso  
encouraged to come and 
c o m m e n t on th e ir
responses.
For all s tu d e n ts  and  
faculty' w ho prereg ister by 
Jan. 13, 2005, will receive a 
free breakfast courtesy of 
the Office of the President 
and  CAB. Please contact 
Rebecca at580-774-3767by 
Jan. 13 w ith the num ber of 
people attending. For all 
non-SW OSU com m unity  
m em bers, there will be a 
charge of $7.00 for those 
w ho w ould  like to come 
and all are welcome. You 
can get tickets at the Dean 
of S tudents Office in room 
214 Stafford or call 580-774- 
3767.
All p a r t ic ip a t in g  
studen ts w ho sign up  for 
the event will be excused 
from classes until 10 A.M. 
W atch  for m o re  
announcem ents of o ther 
e v e n ts  th ro u g h o u t  the  
week of Dr. M artin Luther 
King Jr. Day.
Tasty treats to delight holiday appetites
By Ja y m e  R e ic h e r t
Sta f f  Reporter
O h yes, C h r is tm a s  is on  its  w ay  an d  th e re  is no 
b e tte r  tim e  fo r good  h o lid a y  tre a ts .
M any  tra d i tio n a l  h o lid a y  g o o d ie s  com e to  m in d  
su ch  as g in g e rb re a d  m en , p e a n u t  b r it tle , a n d  sn ic k e r  
d o o d le s . T h ere  a re  m an y  good  rec ip es  o u t th e re  w h ich
m ak es  it h a rd  to d e c id e  w h ic h  o n e  fits  best.
A fe w  d e l i c io u s  r e c i p e s  p r o v i d e d  by 
w w w .a llre c ip e s .c o m , a re  su re  to m ake  the  e n tire  fam ily  
com e back  fo r se c o n d s , th ird s , a n d  ev en  fin ish  the  
p la t te r  off if th ey  a re  n o t ca re fu l.
T h ese  a re  ju s t a few  o f th e  m an y  ta s ty  tre a ts  to 
ch o o se  from  to d e lig h t  a fa m ily 's  a p p e ti te  th is  h o lid a y  
seaso n .
Peanut Butter Shoestring Haystacks 
Recipe submitted by: Julie Pierce
Yields 48 Haystacks
Ingredients:
2 cups peanut butter
1(12 ounce) package semisweet chocolate chips 
1(11 ounce) package butterscotch chips 
1-teaspoon canola oil
3 cups shoestring potatoes
Directions:
In medium saucepan over low heat, combine peanut 
butter, chocolate chips, and butterscotch chips; stir until 
melted.
Stir in oil.
Remove from heat and stir in potatoes, mixing well. 
Drop by rounded spoonfuls onto waxed paper. 
Refrigerate for 2 hours.
Butterscotch Drops 
Recipe submitted by: Cindy Becker
Yields 24 Cookies 
Ingredients:
1( 11 ounce) package of butterscotch chips 
1 Cup creamy peanut butter 
4 Cups cornflakes cereal 
Directions:
in a medium saucepan over m edium  heat, melt 
butterscotch chips and peanut butter together.
Remove from stove and stir in cornflakes.
Drop by spoonfuls onto cookie sheets.
Chill to harden.
Recipes reprinted with perm ission from w w w .Allrecipes.com
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‘American Idol’ season 
continues in spring 
despite the controversy
Andrew Roewe brushes up on his singing for American 
Idol. (Photo by Brandon Berry)
By Katie Searcy
Staff Reporter
T he f i f th  s e a s o n  of 
American Idol d e b u ts  Jan. 
17 at 7 P.M. on  Fox. After 
fo u r  s e a s o n s  of 
"w annabes ,"  will p e o p le  
still watch?
Despite ru m o rs  that  the 
show m ay be losing  steam, 
it has been ren ew ed  by Fox 
for a t  l e a s t  f iv e  m o re  
seasons. Fox d e c id e d  to 
keep Idol in the sam e  time 
s p o t-  T u e s d a y s  a n d  
W ednesdays at 8 / 7 central. 
If Fox had  m oved  Idol to 
T h u r s d a y s ,  a s  w a s  
s p e cu la te d ,  the  n e tw o rk  
w ould  have  received m ore  
m oney from ad sales.
"We d id  have  a lot of 
h e a l t h y  d e b a t e  a b o u t  
w h a t 's  r igh t for the show ,"  
sa id  Fox e n t e r t a i n m e n t  
chief Peter  Liguori. "But 
you d o n 't  m ess w ith  a good 
thing."
Judge Simon Cow ell has 
sparked a lot of controversy  
on the show . His new est 
controversy  is w h e th e r  or 
not he 'll  stay on the show  
for the next five years.
C o w e ll  r e c e n t ly  s u e d  
Simon Fuller, the c rea tor  of 
Am erican Idol. Cowell is 
the creator of X-Factor, a 
t a l e n t  s h o w  a i r i n g  in 
Britain. The c o m p e t i t io n  
inc ludes  th ree  d iv is ions: 
o v e r  25, u n d e r  25 a n d  
bands.
Fuller claims that Cowell 
stole the idea and  form at
for X-Factor from Pop Idol, 
the original British version  
of A m e r i c a n  Id o l .  T h e  
l a w s u i t  n o w  h a s  b e e n  
s e t t l e d  o u t  of c o u r t  in 
Britain. A source  for Fuller, 
Julian Henry, said "Sim on 
Fuller is de ligh ted  to have  
a g r e e d  to  a n e w  
p a r tn e r s h ip  w i th  S im o n
Cowell. The tw o are friends 
a nd 're spec t  each other."
Since the last season there 
h a s  a lso  b e e n  s to r ie s  
su r ro u n d in g  judge  Paula  
Abdul. Former contestant 
Corey Clark claimed that he 
had a sexual relationship 
with Abdul du ring  his run 
on the show. Abdul denies 
the rumors. Idol and  Fox 
investigated the story and 
found it to be untrue.
Fans of the  sh o w  are  
aware of the controversies. 
The network and producers 
are now left to w onder if 
they'll still tune in.
Senior Adriel Reynolds, a 
music education major from
Lawton w on 't  be watching. 
"It used to be funny and 
interesting, now it's boring 
and m onotonous."
C o u r tn e y  S h a rp ,  a 
sophom ore communication 
a r t s  m a jo r  f ro m  T ip to n  
agrees. "I never really got 
into the show but I would  
watch it sometimes. Now, I 
just d o n 't  care about it."
O ut of 20 Southwestern 
students  polled, only two 
said they were p lanning on 
watching American Idol. Of 
the 20, seven said they at 
one time cared about and 
regula rly watched the show . 
The decrease in interest is 
25%.
Cable entertains 
students in dorms
By M artin  Iheke
Staff Reporter
Living in a do rm  with 
piles of h o m ew o rk  and 
projects can be stressful. 
However, is there really a 
better w ay to take your 
m ind off the books than by 
w a tc h in g  y o u r  favorite  
cable channels?
A sh le y  C la u d ,  a 
freshman public relations 
major from Fayetteville, 
Ark. agrees.
"Hike it because it gives 
me som eth ing  to do on 
cold nights w hen  I have
finished my hom ew ork  and 
I w an t to sit back and relax," 
C laud said.
Jesse Johnson, a junior 
pre-pharm acy  major from 
Bixby said "I think it is nice 
to have cable in the dorm s."
W hether it is ESPN, MTV, 
VH1 or BET there are m any 
o p t io n s  for v ie w in g  
en terta inm ent on campus.
A c c o r d in g  to  C in d i  
Groth, director of residence 
l ife ,  th e  d o r m s  g e t  
e x p a n d e d  basic cable from 
C e b r i d g e  C o n n e c t io n s .  
S tuden ts  are not charged  
for it. She said  there  have
not been m any  prob lem s 
w ith  the  cab le  a ro u n d  
cam pus.
"There  has  only  been a 
few repo r ted  cases that 
have  been  im m edia te ly  
t a k e n  c a re  o f ,"  G ro th  
said.
If s tu d e n ts  experience  
p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h e i r  
d o r m  c a b le ,  th e y  a re  
adv ised  to call 774-3024 
to talk  to G ro th  or any  of 
the  r e s id e n t  ass is tan ts .  
T h e y  w ill  c o n ta c t  the  
cable co m p an y  to com e 
fix it w i thou t  the s tuden ts  
be ing  charged .
H oliday Season 
M ovie Reviews
Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe
T h r o u g h o u t  th e  y e a r  
there  are tw o g u aran tees  in 
the  m ov ie  bus iness .  The 
su m m e r  will be laced w ith  
p o p c o rn  flicks, a n d  the 
w in te r  will be filled w ith  a 
m o re  a w a r d - c e n t e r e d  
theme. This ho liday  season 
there  is a good m ix tu re  of 
both.
A lready  the latest Harry  
Potter  flick has genera ted  
h u n d r e d s  of m il l io n s  of 
dollars along w ith  e loquent 
reviews.
The second w eekend  of 
D e c e m b e r  s a w  tw o  b ig  
f i lm s  in p a r t i c u l a r  h i t
theaters, Syriana and  The 
Chronicles o f Narnia: The 
Lion, The W itch, and The 
Wardrobe.
" I 'v e  b e e n  lo o k in g  
fo rw ard  to The Chronicles of 
Narnia forever," said senior 
Sarah Silk. "I love the books 
and  I love C.S. Lewis."
W hile the rev iew s have
been m ostly  positive, the 
m ovie  will have  to earn  
s o m e  m a jo r  c o in  if 
H o llyw ood  has any hopes  
of ad ap tin g  the o ther  C.S. 
Lewis books in the series.
The o ther  big release of 
the past w eek  w as Syriana. 
The d ra m a  s ta rs  G eorge  
C looney and  M att D am on 
and  it takes a s tark  look at 
w ha t  political lines m igh t 
be d raw n  in a near fu tu re  
in  w h ic h  oil p r ic e s  
sk y ro c k e t  to ove r  $20 a 
barrel.
These m ovies had better 
b r ing  in so lid  au d ien ces  
d u r in g  their initial weeks 
because the biggest m ovie 
of the season is on the verge 
of release.
King Kong hits theaters 
s ta r ting  Decem ber 14, and 
so far review s have  been 
exceptionally  well.
The brilliance of Kong's
m a r k e t i n g  s t r a t e g y  h a s  
been the d iv e rs i ty  of its 
c o m m e rc ia l  p r o d u c t io n .  
Initial m ovie  trailers had  
the m ovie  built as a sm ash- 
b ang  ac tion  m ov ie  w ith  
nons top  intensity . 
H o w e v e r ,  r e c e n t
a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  c re a te  a 
so f te r  love  s to r y - d r iv e n  
m ovie  that will no d o u b t  
pull in a larger n u m b e r  of 
female v iew ers  and  attract 
a t t e n t i o n  f ro m  a w a r d  
shows.
T h e  w e e k e n d  of 
D ecem ber 23 look fo rw ard  
to  S te v e n  S p i e l b e r g ' s  
M unich, w hich  is based  on 
the events  in and  a round  
the 1972 Olympics.
I r e c o m m e n d  th e s e  
heavy-h itt ing  m ovies and  
you  can check ou t m ore  
re leases  as the  se m e s te r  
break  arrives.
- Garret Castleberry
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B S C  v s .  P l a y o f f
Why not a playoff?
By Zach G rossm an
Staff Reporter
A nother season  of NCA A  football is a lm ost fin ished  
w ith  just bow l gam es left to be p layed . O ne question  has 
p lagued  college football for som e time, w hy  not a playoff? 
In the p a s t severa l seasons, m ain ly  since the Bowl 
C ham pionsh ip  Series cam e in, there  have  been m any 
problem s. First, no one really  know s how  the system  
w orks. The BCS is a system  that uses trad itio n al bowl 
gam es and a mix of h um an  and co m p u te r polls. Second, 
there  have been com plain ts of w ho  p lays for the national 
cham pionsh ip .
Last season, the title game was a complete mismatch 
between USC and OU and two years ago, USC was left out. 
The system is so flawed that Congress will take a look at the 
system at the end of the season.
So again why not a playoff? Many fans of college football 
are in favor of a playoff.
"The BCS d o e sn 't w ork . T here needs to be a d ifferen t 
system ," said  C ody  G regory, 
an undec ided  freshm an  from  W eatherford .
"A playoff w ou ld  really de te rm ine  w ho is the best team ," 
sa id  K yle H ild re th , a ju n io r  g ra p h ic  d e s ig n  from  
W eatherford.
The likelihood of a playoff in college football is doubtful 
because too m uch revenue is being draw n from the BCS. This 
is just a p roposal to de te rm ine  an  actual na tiona l cham p. 
To actually  credit the BSC this season, they d id  apparen tly  
create a good  bow l series tha t shou ld  no t be com pletely  
lo p s id e d  like  the  p a s t. E sp e c ia lly  in th e  n a tio n a l 
cham pionsh ip .
The BCS works
By A ndy T schetter
Sports Editor
The BCS is a good system. If it gets revised, it can be a great 
system. All those naysayers w ho are in favor of a playoff are 
not looking at the big picture. There is no such thing as a 
perfect system.
If there were a playoff, the top eight teams in the country 
would be included. The four major bowls-the Fiesta, the 
Orange, the Sugar, and the Rose Bowl-would host the eight 
teams. There's your first problem: w ho gets that eighth seed? 
Controversy already.
Fan support is another problem  with a playoff. The current 
bowl system brings in too much m oney to change it up. Fans 
cannot afford to travel around the country' and follow their 
team. The NCAA basketball tournam ent works because it can 
be played in a week. The football season would truly become 
too long if a playoff were put into play.
Back to the BCS. There are definitely revisions that need to 
be made. First ot all, ever)' BCS conference should have to play 
a conference championship. Make everyone play that extra 
game. Second, no more autom atic bowl bids. That m eans 
team s like P ittsburg and W est Virginia, who clearly should 
not be there, will not be there. And team s like O regon and 
Cal will get a chance at a major bowl. The Big East is a joke 
anyway.
Strength of schedule and margin of victor)' should be 
one half of the equation, the other should be the polls. Take 
the top two teams and let them play in the national title.
You might still have a bit of controversy, but like I said 
before, there is no such thing as a perfect system.
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Tarleton too much for Bulldogs
Texans beat men 74-36
By Sports Inform ation
S o u th w este rn  Oklahoma 
State University stayed close 
for a s h o r t  while b u t 
ev en tu a lly  gave way to 
Tarleton S tate 's persisten t 
pressure losing 74-36 in a 
m en 's  basketball game 
Thursday in S tephenville , 
Texas.
SWOSU (2-7) kep t stride- 
for-stride w ith  the Texans, 
who entered the contest w ith 
a 7-1 record  a n d  ran k ed  
second in the latest NCAA 
Division II po ll. SW OSU 
scored the gam e's first points 
and Jon G unn (6-6, Sr., F, 
P arker, C o lo .)  k e p t th e  
'Davvgs w ith in  s tr ik in g  
distance early.
G unn , w h o  e n d e d  the 
gam e w ith  a team -best 11 
p o in ts , h ad  back -to -back  
baskets m idw ay through the 
first half and  b rought the 
Bulldogs to w ithin six points 
at 20-14 w ith  6:29 to play. 
T arleton then  su rged  ahead 
thanks to a 13-3 ru n  over the 
next few  m inu tes and found 
them selves ahead  33-19 at 
the break.
Tarleton, w ho  had beaten 
N C A A D ivisionl L am arand 
Texas C hristian  earlier this 
year, w ere led in scoring by 
N orby Aregon and Derek 
A tw o o d  w ith  13 p o in ts  
apiece.
SWOSU m anaged just 17 
poin ts in the gam e's final 20 
m in u te s , h itt in g  on  21%
(five-of-23) ol their shots. 
Tarleton began to heat up 
pouring  in 47 second-half 
points. The shots the Texans 
m isse d  w e re  o fte n
rebounded  and p u t back for 
points later. Tarleton ow ned 
a 50-21 r e b o u n d in g  
a d v a n ta g e , an d  h ad  one  
fewer offensive rebound (15) 
th a n  SW OSU d id
defensively (16).
The Bulldogs next gam e 
w ill be S a tu rd a y  at 
M idw estern  State. Tipoff is 
set for8p.m . at W ichita Falls, 
Texas. The gam e will heard 
on KWEY 97.3 FM radio  or 
w ebcast by clicking on the 
"Listen Live" link on the 
front of SW OSU's athletic 
h o m e  p a g e  at
w w w .sw o su .ed u /a th le tics .
Lady Bulldogs fall, 80-73
WICHITA FALLS 
,Texas -Southw estern  
O klahom a S tate 's hot 
shooting hand cooled 
at the w rong tim e and 
the Bulldogs could not 
recapture it in time, 
losing 80-73 to 
M idw estern State in a 
w om en 's  basketball 
gam e Saturday.
The Bulldogs (4-6) 
had M idw estern  State 
on its heels early and 
carried the lead 
th roughout m uch of 
the first half. Ju lie  
D aw son (6-0, Sr., F, 
A rnett) had a season-
best 24 poin ts for SW( )SU 
w ho ended  the gam e 
shooting 45% (25-of-5S).
SWOSU led 28-26 after a 
short basket by Dru 
T om aszew sk i (5-10, )r., G, 
San A n to n io ,Texas ) put 
the Bulldogs ahead with 
4:08 to play. MSU then 
closed with a 12-5 run and 
took a 38-33 advantage 
into the locker room.
MSU, which evened its 
record at 4-4, was led in 
scoring by Angie Faurot, 
K atherin M aples and 
Brandi Bush. Each had 19 
points.
MSU built its lead up to
17 points at one point in 
the second half before 
the Bulldogs closed late. 
D aw son 0 s basket with 
three seconds to play 
m ade it 80-73. It was the 
closest SWOSU had been 
since the early  m om ents 
of the second half.
Joining D aw son in 
double figure scoring 
was A ndrea O ldham  (6- 
0, Jr., C, Stigler) w ith 17 
points and T om aszew ski 
with 10.
SWOSU will next play 
at hom e Dec. 21 against 
A rkansas Tech. Tipoff is 
set for 7 p.m.
Dawson leads women past Texans
women improve to 4-5 on the season
By Sports Inform ation
Southw estern  O klahom a 
State m ay have m isfired at 
the  o p e n in g  b u t qu ick ly  
regrouped  and storm ed to a 
77-66 w om en 's  basketball 
victory'Thursday atTarleton 
State.
Julie D aw son (6-0, Sr., F, 
A rnett) had 20 points and 
A ndrea O ldham  (6-0, Jr., C, 
S tig le r)  h a d  14 as the  
Bulldogs im proved to4-5 on 
the year.
Tarleton (4-2) scored the 
gam e's first 11 points only 
to see SWOSU roar back wi th 
15 u n an sw ered  p o in ts  of 
th e ir  ow n . T he ru n  w as 
c a p p e d  a f te r  D a w so n  
k n o c k e d  d o w n  a th re e -  
pointer pu tting  the Bulldogs 
ahead a 15-11 w ith 11:40 to
play in the first half.
SWOSU m anaged to play 
aggressively desp ite  m uch 
of the team  being saddled  
w ith  fou l tro u b le . T he 
Bulldogs had three players 
end w ith four fouls each. 
O ldham , the team 's leading 
scorer, w as lim ited to just 13 
m in u te s  b ecau se  of foul 
difficulty.
The 77 po in ts  w as the 
m ost SWOSU had scored 
this season and 17 m ore than 
their season average of 60 
p o in ts  p e r  g a m e . T he 
Bulldogs w ere a sizzling 31 - 
of-51 (61%) from the field 
and an even m ore am azing 
67% (six-of-nine) from three- 
point distance.
Tarleton, w hich fell to 4- 
2, w as led in scoring by Katie 
C raw ford  w ith  20 points.
The TexA nns stayed close 
for m uch of the gam e and 
even led 33-31 at the halftim e 
break. TSU got w ith in  tw o 
late on a basket to m ake it 
58-56 w ith 9:10 to play.
O ldham  then scored five 
s t r a ig h t  p o in ts  a n d  th e  
B u lld o g s  w e re  b a c k  in 
control at 63-56 w ith 7:28 
rem aining.
T he  SW O SU  w o m e n  
c o n tin u e  on  th e  ro a d  
S a tu rd a y  w h e n  it faces  
M id w e s te rn  S ta te
U niversity. Tipoff is set for 6 
p.m. at W ichita Falls, Texas. 
Tlie gam e can be heard  on 
KWEY Radio 97.3 FM or by 
w ebcast by sim ply clicking 
on the "Listen Live" link on 
the fron t of the SW OSU 
a th le tic  h o m e p a g e  a t 
w w w .sw o su .ed u /a th le tic s .
Bulldog Profile:
Jon Gunn, senior forward
By Jazz Ellis
Staff Reporter
Bom April 25, 1984, and 
standing six foot six inches 
tall, Jon is a co- captain  of the 
m e n ’s 2005-2006
S o u th w e s te rn  b a sk e tb a ll 
team. O n the court G unn is 
an explosive force that can 
score at will. Jon says, "I'm  
going to keep playing hard , 
trying to help my team  win," 
when conference play starts.
Jon's favorite athlete from 
the past is Earl "The Pearl" 
M onroe an d  h is favorite  
current athlete is Ray Allen. 
W hen Jon is not pu tting  up
double  doubles in the gam e 
he enjoys listing to m usic 
and w atching m ovies and 
cartoons.
Jon's favorite m em ory at 
SW O SU  w a s  w h e n  the  
announcem ent of the team 
g o in g  to  th e  N C A A  
tou rnam en t w as aired on 
TV. "  I 'd  lik e  to  be 
rem em bered as a person that 
could alw ays pu t people in 
a good m ood," says Jon. 
W hen Jon reflects on his 
b a s k e tb a ll  c a r r ie r  a t 
SWOSU, he believes he will 
m iss "com ing into the gym  
on hom e gam es and hearing 
all the fans cheer."
Jon 's biggest inspiration 
rem ains to be his father, w ho 
he says "cam e from a hard  
upbringing, and still he rose 
from that to m ake som ething 
out of his self, and I love and 
respect him  for that."
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Grill from page 1
Right now, they are in the process of installing the kitchen 
equ ipment and cabinets. They haveyet to finish floor, however, 
the booths and tables installed along with the air conditioning 
and heating.
"The Grill will look like a Bricktown restaurant," Fagan 
said.
As to the other areas of the Student Union, Fagan said the 
new section that is being built on the west side will have an 
elevator, a two-story atrium, a balcony on thesecond floor and 
bathroom s on both floors. Com pletion is scheduled for May.
The ballroom is currently going through renovation and is 
scheduled for completion in the fall of 2006.11 will have a large 
reception area.
The cafeteria will have a m inor face-lift later on and will not 
be completed until the sum m er of 2007.
Shopping from page 1
only  peop le  w ho  create a b u d g e t for p resen ts. W ith 
college being  a b reed in g  g ro u n d  for coun tless friends 
and neighbors, s tu d e n ts  enjoy big sp en d in g  m igh t find 
it easier to stre tch  cash ou t creatively .
"O verall, I spend  m aybe $6 or $7 person , no t really , I 
w o u ld n 't  spend  m ore than  $3 or $4," said  ju n io r M ichael 
W ebb of W eatherfo rd .
The m ale m ind  ap p ears  to have its head  in the gam e 
th is ho liday  season. W ith any luck the fem ale body  on 
cam pus will be able to m atch the b a r of th o u g h tfu ln ess  
raised  so highly .
Ban from page 1
according to a 2003 G allup poll. How ever, o ther religions 
and cultures are becom ing part of Am erica rapidly.
"In schools today , k ids com e from  very  d ifferen t 
backgrounds and we should  value their differences," said 
Ronna Vanderslice, an education professor.
The holidays are a tim e to be joyous and em brace peace 
and goodw ill tow ards all men. H ow ever, a m ovem ent 
against C hristm as has m ade the season full of political 
correctness. "M erry C hristm as" has been substitu ted  w ith  
"H appy  H olidays" and "Seasons G reeting." This is all 
because of the occurrence of the w ord "Christ" in the w ord 
"Christm as."
"It's just a nam e of a holiday," Vanderslice said.
Puzzle
January 28, 2002
ACROSS
1-Tide
5. Burned tobacco by-product
6. Not dose
12. Top grade of gasoline
14. Birthday count
15. La______de ma tante
16. Fingered
17. Tigers
19. Lowest point
21. Speeds up
22. Race distance
23. October birthstone 
25. What willows do 
27. Satyr
30. Nears
33. Type of center
34. Controvert 
36. Curry
36. Yaks are a type
39. Ditto
40. Patella
41 .Columbus ship
42. Horse control
43. Car type
44. Acetate is one
46. Power from a nudear________
48. One of Demille’s movies
50. Wound protection
51. Tom Hanks' first starring movie 
54. President's office
56. Leave without permission 
59. A triangle
62. Some are for football bets
64. First Hebrew letter
65. Dye quantity
66. Brain box
67. Evening in Roma
68. Isle in E. England
69. Remain
DOWN
1. Prioress, e.g,
2. Style
3. Hindu principle of life
4. Excel
5 .  __ O'Shanter
6. Used as gelling agent
7. Sign up again for a magazine
8. Model Carol
9. Gasoline
10. Aeronautics and Model 
Rocketry Association (abbrev.)
11. Deference to an older person 
13. Acid used to produce nylon
15. Leisurely stroll in Merida 
18. Female name 
20. Tease 
24. Live with
26. Reticules
27. The South
28. Ties up
29. Breathe through ‘de nose'
31. __Cane
32. Cover with cream cheese
33. A lifer, e.g.
35. Dressed to the______
37. Big_______
39. Get there
43. Skin on top of head (pi.)
45. Era
47. What can be in a hole 
49. An iceberg does this 
51. Prejudice
52. Wight, e.g.
53. A regular attendee 
55. Loyal Scot
57. Sullenness
58. Fitzgerald
60. Elizabeth Arden runs one
61. Hovel 
63. Arch
